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Reference Outcome of GEAR 18-2018 (para 5.13) 
 

Background 
In accordance with the outcomes of GEAR 17-2017 (Paragraph 5.13) the 18th Meeting of the Group for the 
Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 18-2018), will be held on 16-17 April 2018 in Berlin, 
Germany, at the premises of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and 
Nuclear Safety (Stresemannstrasse 128-130). 

The Meeting will start on Monday, 16 April at 10:00 and is expected to terminate on Tuesday 17 April 2017 
by 16:00.  

The Meeting will be Chaired by Ms. Heike Imhoff. The Meeting will consider:  

- the progress of the update of the State of the Baltic Sea report and the planned associated lessons 
learned exercise,  

- the outcome of the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting and the update of the roadmap of HELCOM 
activities on ecosystem approach, including plans for sharing best practices in ocean governance and 
implementation of marine policies across cooperation platforms, 

- the way forward in investigating reasons why GES has not yet been reached,  
- strategic guidance on the future work on HELCOM core indicators, 
- any needs with regards to national reporting for the MSFD, for HELCOM countries being EU member 

states, 
- future coordination on the aspects of the revised Commission Decision on Good Environmental 

Status which require regional cooperation.  

Documents for consideration of the Meeting, with a clear indication of actions proposed by the Contracting 
Parties, should be sent in electronic form via e-mail to Professional Secretary, Ms. Jannica Haldin 
(Jannica.Haldin@helcom.fi) by 23 March 2018. Documents containing comments to the basic documents 
shall be received by the Secretariat not later than seven days before the opening of the Meeting, i.e. 9 April 
2018.  

Participants of the Meeting are requested to register to the Meeting by answering the Meeting Participation 
Survey by 9 April 2018. Please indicate whether you are planning to attend the meeting physically or online. 

Documents for the Meeting, which are restricted until the end of the Meeting, will be made available via the 
HELCOM Meeting Portal on the GEAR 18-2018 Meeting Site’s Document folder. Instructions for the use of 
the Meeting Portal are available on the HELCOM Website. 

 

  

mailto:Jannica.Haldin@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2018-2018-525/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2018-2018-525/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2018-2018-525/default.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
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Provisional Annotated Agenda 
Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda  

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the meeting (documents 1-1 and 1-2).  

Agenda item 2 Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to GEAR 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 as well as 
outcomes of other meetings which are of relevance for GEAR (documents to be submitted later), and use the 
information as appropriate. 

Agenda Item 3 Coordination and information related to the implementation of the 
ecosystem approach and related policies 

Contracting Parties are invited to inform on matters of relevance for the GEAR Group. 

Why has Good Environmental Status not been reached? 
Contracting Parties are asked to provide national views to the meeting on why GES has not been reached, 
using the HELCOM report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – three years left to reach good 
environmental status” as a basis (document 3-1).  

Following GEAR 16-2017 agreement (Outcome of GEAR 16-2017, para. 6.1), the Meeting is invited to discuss 
the way forward in investigating reasons why good environmental status has not been reached yet. 

Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach 
The updated Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach has been submitted to HELCOM 39-
2018 for endorsement. Another update of the roadmap will be done in order to reflect the outcome of the 
Brussels Ministerial Meeting, and the draft of it will be submitted to the meeting.  

The Meeting is invited to consider the roadmap and suggest any amendments for the roadmap to be finalized 
for consideration by HOD 54-2018 (document to be submitted later). 

Interregional cooperation and cooperation platforms 
GEAR 17-2017 (Outcome of GEAR 17-2017, para. 2.9) agreed to discuss the relevance of sharing best practices 
in regional ocean governance and implementation of marine policies between Regional Seas Conventions as 
well as among RSCs and other cooperation platforms, including sectorial organizations, in the light of the 
2018 Ministerial outcome. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of HELCOM interregional work (document to be submitted later) and 
provide general input on HELCOM interregional and cooperative work.  

Work related to assessing progress towards reaching Good Environmental Status 
Regional cooperation under the Revised Commission Decision 
GEAR 17-2017 discussed the aspects of the revised Commission Decision on Good Environmental Status 
which require regional cooperation in view of an overview of HELCOM work prepared by the Secretariat 
(GEAR 17-2017, document 3-4). A revised document, based on the feedback provided by the meeting, was 
circulated to GEAR contacts on 21 January, with the request to countries to contribute to the process by 
providing national proposals for practical procedural steps to be taken or guidance on how to take the work 
forward. Feedback has been provided by Denmark, Estonia and Sweden. GEAR 17-2017 agreed that based 
on the input received a document containing collated proposals for a way forward for filling the current gaps 
with regards to regional cooperation will be prepared by a drafting group by 2 March 2018, which will be 
circulated to countries for final revision by 30 March, to be subsequently submitted to the next GEAR meeting 
for consideration (Outcome of GEAR 17-2017, para. 3.9-3.18).   

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2016-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2017-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20Regional%20Cooperation%20and%20the%20revised%20Commission%20Decision.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2017-2017.pdf
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The Meeting is invited to discuss the proposal on the next steps to be taken to fill the current gaps with 
regards to regional cooperation and agree on a way forward (document to be submitted later). The Meeting 
is also invited to agree on a process for preparing and presenting the steps in a document to the next EU WG 
GES meeting.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on the OSPAR process and planned work in relation to 
the revision Commission Decision requirements, and give guidance on possible avenues of cooperation which 
could be explored (document 3-2, 3-3 and 3-5). 

Future of HELCOM indicators 
GEAR 17-2017 considered and provided advice on the future of HELCOM indicators, a revised document 
according to the feedback provided by GEAR 17-2017 in the form of a questionnaire was circulated to GEAR 
contacts for filling in on 20 December 2017. To date input has been provided by Estonia, Germany, Sweden, 
while Denmark informed they are in the process of doing so.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcome of the questionnaire and, and using that and the other 
documents under this agenda item as a basis, suggest general strategic guidance on the further work on 
indicators (document to be submitted later). This guidance is to be used to inform the technical and scientific 
work, with focus on the post-HOLAS II timeframe.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the upcoming workshops relating to HELCOM’s future work on 
indicators, arranged by ICES to help answer a request from EU DGENV on species biodiversity indicators for 
the MSFD (document 3-4).  

The Meeting is invited to note the information on planned OSPAR work on indicators discussed at the OSPAR 
BDC, as well as the potential for a HELCOM-OSPAR indicator workshop on indicators. 

The Meeting is invited to note the latest list of indicator Lead/co-Lead countries and nominated national 
experts (document to be submitted later). 

Denmark and Sweden are invited to provide confirmation in relation to their role as Lead and co-Lead country 
on several indicators. 

MSFD related monitoring programmes in the Baltic Sea region 
The State and Conservation Working Group is currently reviewing and as necessary revising the HELCOM 
Monitoring guidelines to ensure coherent methodological approaches, focusing on the parameters that 
supports the HELCOM core indicators. The European Commission published in January 2017 a report 
assessing Member States' monitoring programmes under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(COM(2017)3). The assessment shows moderate to high degree of coherence of monitoring within the EU 
Member States in the Baltic Sea region.  

The Contracting Parties being EU members states may wish to exchange information on the national plans 
to follow-up the assessment results and discuss the issue from the point of view of regional coherence and 
possible further action.  

Agenda Item 4 Activities of relevant HELCOM projects or processes 
HOLAS II project  
Progress of the State of the Baltic Sea report update 
The Meeting is invited to note that the overall strategy for updating the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic 
Sea report’ was submitted to HOD 53-2017 who approved it (document 3-16 and Outcome of HOD 53-2017, 
para. 3.54).  

The Meeting is invited to note the status of progress of the update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report’ 
(document to be submitted later). 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/3-16%20Plan%20for%20the%20update%20of%20the%20first%20version%20of%20the%20%E2%80%9CState%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%E2%80%9D%20report.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2053-2017-465/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2053-2017-rev.pdf
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Consultations on the State of the Baltic Sea report 
HOD 52-2017 agreed on arranging a regional consultation of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report (Outcome of 
HOD 52-2017, para. 2.40-2.41).  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcome of the consultations (document 4-1) and agree on how 
to use concrete, policy related, proposals from the consultation (document 4-2). 

‘Lessons learned’-process for the HOLAS II project 
GEAR 17-2017 discussed how to conduct an exercise of “lessons learnt” from the HOLAS II process and agreed 
to establish a drafting group with Denmark, Germany and Sweden to adapt the OSPAR questionnaire on their 
Intermediate Assessment to address HELCOM specificities and in line with the input provided by the plenary 
(Outcome of GEAR 17-2017, para. 5.3-5.10).  

The Meeting is invited to consider the questionnaire by the drafting group (document to be submitted later) 
and agree on the publication and dissemination of the questionnaire to those who have participated in the 
HOLAS II work. 

HELCOM project components related to environmental targets 
BalticBOOST publication 
The Meeting is invited to note the report, revised to address the feedback provided, before its publication as 
a BSEP (document to be submitted later).  

Finalisation of the SPICE project 
SPICE project finalised in December 2017. The Meeting is invited to note that the results of the project will 
be published in the dedicated website once the reporting process is finalized  

Economic and Social Analyses (ESA) in HELCOM 
The Meeting is invited to note the update on the ESA Business as Usual (BAU) work and, give strategic 
guidance on further work on, and use of, BAU scenarios, keeping in mind the update of Programs of Measures 
and the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (document to be submitted later). 

Agenda Item 5 Future work and any other business 

Regional Seas Conventions and reporting to TG DATA 
GEAR 17-2017 (Outcome of GEAR 17-2017, para. 5.1) invited the Secretariat to explore the possibility to 
provide a coordinated HELCOM input to the INSPIRE data model process on-going at EU level.  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the additional information on this topic provided by the Commission 
and TG Data on the possibility of RSCs to report on behalf of the Contracting Parties being also EU Member 
States. 

Next meeting of GEAR 
The Meeting is invited to agree on the dates and place of the next meeting of HELCOM GEAR and propose 
focal items for the next meeting. 

The Contracting Parties are invited to consider their possibilities to host future meetings of the Group. 

Any other business 
The Meeting is invited to discuss any other business related to the activities of the Group. 

The Delegations and Observers are invited to check and update the List of Contact Addresses and Observers 
of HELCOM GEAR, as contained in document 5-1. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2052-2017-405/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2052-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2017-2017.pdf
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/spice/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2017-2017-473/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2017-2017.pdf
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Agenda Item 6 Outcome of the Meeting 

The draft Outcome of the Meeting will be presented for adoption. The final Outcome, together with 
documents and presentations considered by the Meeting will be made available on the Meeting Site.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2018-2018-525/default.aspx
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